5                                 306         THE LIFE OF THE SWAMI VIVEKANANDA.
/
After partaking of a light refreshment arranged by Rama-
*                             brahma Babu, a long conversation ensued.    The   superintcn-
1                             dent was a scientist in botany and zoology arid held strongly
'                             to the Darwinian theory of Evolution. But the Swatni though
admitting Darwin's theory to be sound enough to a certain extent, assailed it with a greater theory, that of Patanjali's "the filling in of nature," which, he showed, offered the ultimate solution of the causes of evolution. He pointed out that Patanjali, unlike the Western philosophers, did not believe in 'Struggle for existence/ 'Survival of the fittest,' and 'Natural Selection' as causes in the evolution of one species into another. Howsoever true that may be the case in the lower order of nature, struggle and competition, instead of making for progress, the Swami held, retard the development of human character. Perfection, according to the ancient Hindu sages, is man's real nature, only prevented from manifestation by certain obstacles, and when these arc: removed from the Atman man's highest nature manifests itself fully. And it is through education and culture, through meditation and concentration, and, above all, through renunciation and sacrifice that the obstacles are removed. Thus, the competitive struggle of sex and food, he maintained, did not apply to the human plane, in its higher aspects, for the sages struggled to grow above and away from nature, to conquer animal instinct, to conquer even the sen.se of progress and merge the human in the Divine Nature.
The superintendent being much pleased with the talk exclaimed, "Swamiji, this is a wonderful theory, a wonderful theory ! We need in India at the present day more men like you, versed at one and the same time in Eastern and Western philosophy, to point out to our educated community their onesided views and correct their fallacies and confusions." The same evening, at the desire of the disciple and others lie explained more clearly and elaborately his theory of evolution with special bearing to the needs of modern India, to a group of friends and visitors, at Balaram Babu's house, the conversation lasting until midnight.